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PROTECTION OF WATER SUPPLIES IN WAR TIMMAR 20 1949 


In a radio discussion from San Francisco, on Feb- 


ruary 5, 1942, by Dr. Bertram P. Brown, Director of 


the California State Department of Public Health, 
and Mr. Chester G. Gillespie, Chief of the Bureau of 
Sanitary Engineering, the importance of protecting 
public water supplies in time of war was stressed. 


Dr. Brown stated that exploding bombs are par- 


ticularly destructive to water systems, sewer systems 
and even to gas lines because of the network and miles 
of piping for these facilities in a city, and because of 
the wide area that is disturbed by bombing. The 


extent of destruction is largely a matter of the extent 


of the attack. A well-defended city can cut the num- 
ber of broken mains as much as 99 per cent. By pay- 
ing elose attention to the water system no part of 
london, during its bombardments last year, was with- 
cut water for any considerable period of time. 
While there is always danger that structures will be 
lit when bombs are falling, the prospects of a direct 
lit depend largely upon the law of chance. Tanks 
end towers make good targets, however. 

Mr. Gillespie brought out the fact that California 
cities have suffered many catastrophes involving 
water supplies and sewage disposal, but, as yet, we 
have not had a formidable sample of what might be 
expected if bombers were dropping their deadly 
Missiles from overhead. Water systems constitute 
vulnerable spots in the armor of any city or country. 
‘he State Health Department has proceeded on the 
«ssumption that it is a matter of prudence to plan and 
prepare for catastrophes of this sort. Since our water 
systems* have really never been designed with any 


ee 


oy rs. 


aliz 
thought of bombardments by an enemy, considera 
activity is essential in preparing for these destructive 
forces. 

Danger from enemy saboteurs and fifth columnists 
was anticipated immediately after the Pearl Harbor 


disaster and most dams, pumping stations, treatment 


plants and other equipment in community water sup- 
plies are now enclosed and guarded. Policing of such 
places, however, is a small part of the program. The 
vulnerability of the different parts of the system must 
be considered; in fact, the vulnerability determines 
the problem. The exact location of the pipes and 
valves that make up the whole system must be a 


matter of record and if maps are lacking, they should 


be provided immediately. Too often the only knowl- 
edge of the location of pipes and shut-offs is in the 
head of an old employee. Street valves should be 
kept in good working condition. When bombs are 
falling, there is no time to waste by operation of a 
balky valve. 

The Bureau of Sanitary Engineering advocates 
stocking up with a supply of repair parts, repair 
trucks, tools, quick shut-off devices, portable and gas- 
operated pumps and muck pumps to clean out crater 
holes. It has been recommended that spare parts 
might be pooled by neighboring departments, such 
parts to be dispensed from various depots by a head 
storekeeper. 

The deliberate contamination of water supplies by 
means of disease germs is of rare occurrence in war 
time. The danger from this source is not impossible, 
however, and the same may be said for the organic 
and mineral poisons. However, in order to conduct 
wholesale water poisonings, immense quantities of 


‘ 
de 
* 
oe 
| 
a* 
* 
4 
2°). 
| 
ie 
‘ 4 
A 
aa 
4, 
4 
4 a” 
ii; 
| 
lw 
on 
“4 if 
4s 
“ 
» 
} it ane 
> 
Me 
® 
. 
‘ y 
‘ 
| 
4s. 
~ 
" 
‘ 
4 
rehire 
, 
aig" 
ot 
“ 
4 
itt 
4 a 


22 Weekly Bulletin, California Department of Public Health, February 28, 1942 


- material are required. Guards are of value in pre- 
vention of such catastrophes. Contamination may be 


expected rather from dislocated water pipes and 
sewers when streets are bombed. Sewers are almost 
always made of concrete or burned clay and they 
become broken easily. If water mains and sewers 
lying close together are bombed simultaneously, pollu- 
tion is almost certain. It is then that the use of 
chlorine is of primary importance. Nearly all British 
water systems employ water chlorination. A _ sus- 
pected damaging attack brings increased use of chlo- 
rine in the water supply. Anticipation of a bombing 


also leads householders to stocking up with a few 


bottles of good water to tide over the repair period. 


The disinfecting of water mains after repairs is a 
common practice, but it is done better by some water 
departments than others. The California State De- 
partment of Public Health has prepared a demon- 
stration outfit which is loaded on a station wagon 


which goes about the country giving water works 


operators first information in the use of chlorine in 
water catastrophe activity. These are mostly home- 
made devices used in barrels and a few plumbing 
fittings in which solutions of chlorine of proper 
strength can be made up and fed into water in such 
streams as may be indicated. Feeding of the chlorine 
is demonstrated under the range of actual conditions 
found. There is no danger of the use of too much 


chlorine in water. As generally used the dose is about 


one pound of chlorine in one million pounds of water. 
The chemical can be tasted, but it is not a really ob- 
jectionable taste. 

In their radio discussion Dr. Brown and Mr. Gil- 


lespie advocated that emergency supplies should be 


staked out now while there is time and that experts 
should make surveys for the safety of public water 
supplies and for the treatment that may be required 
In an emergency. | 


‘‘Democracy is not the world that men and money 


and machines built in the 19th Century and called 
democracy. The real issue is an issue to be fought 
in the hard and stony places of the human spirit, the 
strict Thermopylaes of time where even if a man is 
killed, he can not die. And democracy itself is 
neither things nor goods nor fatness and indifference 
and an empty heart, but winter on the Massachusetts 
Bay, and cold at Trenton, and the gunfire in Ken- 
tucky and the hungry ground. 

‘‘The real issue is an issue between the frenzy on 
the one side of a herded, whipped-up, crowd-begotten 
cause, and on the other side the single man’s belief 
in liberty of mind and of spirit, and his willingness 
to sacrifice his goods and comforts and his earnings 
for its sake.” 


—Alexander McLeish 


By the President: 


CHILD HEALTH DAY—1942 


BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA 


A PROCLAMATION 


_Wuereas, The Congress by joint resolution of May 


18, 1928 (45 Stat. 617), has authorized and requested 


the President of the United States to issue annuall; 
a proclamation setting apart May 1st as Child Healt!. 
Day; 


Now, THEREFORE, I, Franklin D. Fiisiaiiail, Presi- 


dent of the United States of America, in recognitio: - 


of the vital importance of the health of children tv 


the strength of the Nation, do hereby designate the 


first day of May of this year as Child Health Day. 

_ And I call upon the people in each of our com- 
munities to contribute to the conservation of child 
health and the reduction of illness among children 
by exerting every effort to the end that before May 


Day, Child Health Day, children over nine months of 


age be immunized against diphtheria and smallpox, 
the two diseases for which we have the surest means 
of prevention. 

In WitNEss WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand 
and caused the seal of the United States of America 
to be affixed. 


Done at the City of Washington this sixth day of 
_ February in the year of our Lord nine- 
teen hundred and forty-two and of the 
[seAL] Independence of the United States of 
America the one hundred and _sixty- 
sixth. 
FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT 


CORDELL HULL 
Secretary of State 


SPECIAL BULLETINS NEEDED 


There is an acute shortage of special bulletins con- 
taining regulations for the control of the various com- 
municable diseases as issued by the California State 
Department of Public Health. Health officers who 
may have surplus copies of such bulletins are re- 
quested to send them to the Bureau of Epidemiology 
of the State Department of Public Health at Room 
611 Phelan Building, San Francisco. Copies of 


special bulletins numbered 57 and 61 are entirely oui 


of print and individuals having any surplus copies 
are asked to send them to the Bureau of Epidemiology 
as directed above. The regulations for the control oi 
communicable diseases in California are being re- 
vised and many of these special bulletins will eventu- 
ally be out of date and useless for practical purposes. 
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LEGITIMIZATION OF BIRTH RECORDS 


A considerable number of children are born out of 
wedlock and birth certificates are filed in which the 
maiden surname of the mother is used in the provi- 
sion of a surname for the child. It happens very 
often that the parents are married after the certificate 
has been filed and the law provides that whenever a 
child becomes legitimate by the later marriage of its 
parents, an affidavit setting forth the fact may be 


fled by parents with the State Registrar of Vital — 


Statistics upon a form that has been provided for the 
purpose., The affidavit becomes a part of the original 
record of birth and shall remain as part of the records 
of the Bureau of Vital Statistics. aS 

The State Registrar, however, upon receiving such 


an affidavit files a certificate of birth which bears the 


name of the child as shown in the affidavit, the names 
of his parents, the age of the parents, the sex, date of 
birth and place of birth. Such certificate shall sup- 
plant any birth certificate previously issued for the 
child and is the only birth certificate open to public 
inspection. 

In form and in contents it is identical with the 
birth certificate issued to parents for the birth of a 
legitimate child. None of the records and informa- 
tion pertaining to legitimatized children other than 
that on the new birth certificate provided shall be 
available except on order of a court of record. 


FOOD PACKING MATERIALS ARE UNDER 
REGULATION 


The California State Board of Public Health at its 
regular meeting held in San Francisco February 7, 
1942, adopted regulations relative to the use of 
shredded paper in manufacturing pads for use in 
packing fruit or food of any nature whatsoever. Fol- 
lowing is the text of the regulation : 


It shall be unlawful to sell, offer for sale or keep 
for sale any paper pads for packing fruit or food 
of any nature whatsoever manufactured from 
shredded paper unless such paper is of ‘‘over-issue 
stock’’ and has not heretofore been used and is not 
in violation of Sections 3750, 3751, 3752 and 3753 
of the Health and Safety Code. 

Kach such paper pad must have stamped thereon 
in clear legible type (4 inch in size) the following: 


‘‘This pad manufactured from shredded paper 
in accordance with the provisions of the Health 
and Safety Code and meeting the requirements 
and regulations of the State Board of Public 

Health.’’ | 
‘*Manufactured By 
John Doe & Co. 
San Francisco, Calif.’’ 


COURSE IN SOCIAL HYGIENE ANNOUNCED 
The California State Department of Public Health 


and the San Francisco State Teachers’ College are 


sponsoring a three unit course in social hygiene edu- 


cation to be given at the college June 22d to July 


31st, inclusive. A two unit lecture and a one unit 
workshop will be given by Dr. Helen Mackler of 
the Bureau of Venereal Diseases, State Department 
of Public Health. 
Be course is deseribed in the college catalogue 
, “An opportunity for parents and teachers to 
iit evaluate and organize the factual and visual 
materials in social hygiene which are of use in the 


home and community from early childhood through — 


adult life. 
“The didactic teaching will review the social and 


economic background of the family, fundamental 
information in reproduction and veneral disease, and. 


current procedures in handling this material in a 
wide variety of natural situations. Social Hygiene 
Kdueation Workshop—A review of materials avail- 
able in the field of social hygiene education.” 

The fee for students or auditors is $26. There are 
no formal prerequisites. Upper division credit 
may be earned by students who wish it for higher 
level credentials. The lecture course may be taken 
separately. A specific effort will be made to indi- 
vidualize the course, especially for persons inter- 
ested in parent education groups. It is hoped that 
many parent-teacher associations will be able to 
sponsor a member for attendance. 


EXAMINATION FOR PHYSICIAN ANNOUNCED 


The Los Angeles County Civil Service Commis- 
sion has announced an examination for the position 
of Physician, Doctor of Medicine, (communicable 


disease). Applicants are required: to be under 45 


years of age; to have graduated from an approved 
medical school with a degree of M.D.; and to have 


completed a one-year internship in an approved 
hospital. Candidates in the examination must pos- 


sess or be able to secure a Physician and Surgeon 
Certificate to practice in California. This examina- 
tion will be held in Los Angeles, and if the number 
of applicants warrants, in other parts of the country. 

Information and applications may be secured from 
the Los Angeles County Civil Service Commission, 
Room 102 Hall of Records, Los Angeles, California. 
The last day for filing applications is March 27, 1942. 


NEW HEALTH OFFICER AT DUNSMUIR 


Mr. V. M. Wickes has been appointed health officer 
of Dunsmuir to succeed Mr. Elliott Taylor. 
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MORBIDITY* 


Complete Reports for Certain Diseases Recorded for Week 


Ending February 21, 1942 
Chickenpox 


1208 cases from the following counties: Alameda 157, Butte 4, 
Contra Costa 58, Fresno 26, Kern 45, Kings 3, Lassen i. Los 
Angeles 476, Monterey 14, Nevada 1, Orange 14, Plumas 1, 
Riverside 17, Sacramento 12, San Bernardino 25, San Diego 91, 
San Francisco 54, San Joaquin 7, San Luis Obispo 12, San 
Mateo 12, Santa ‘Barbara 73, Santa Clara 45, Santa Cruz 2, 


Shasta 5, Siskiyou 3, Sonoma 11, Sutter 1, Tulare 10, Ventura 
3, Yolo 17, Yuba 8. | 


German Measles 


447 cases from the following counties: Alameda 69, Butte 1; 
Contra Costa 2, Fresno 5, Kern 16, Lassen 3, Los Angeles 72, 


Marin 5, Mendocino 10, Merced 1, Monterey 9, Orange 4, River- : 
side 3, Sacramento 2, San Diego 77, San Francisco 61, San _ 


Joaquin 11, San Luis Obispo 6, San Mateo 6, Santa Barbara 2, 
Santa Clara 48, Santa Cruz 2, Solano 2, Sonoma 10, Stanislaus 
| 4, Tehama 1, Tulare 9, Ventura i, Yolo 5. | 


4252 cases from the following counties: Alameda 270, Butte 6, 
Calaveras 1, Colusa 30, Contra Costa 26, Fresno 478, Kern 31, 
Kings 141, Los Angeles 805, Madera 57, Marin 11, Mendocino 14, 
Merced 34, Monterey 13, Napa x Orange 67, Placer 1, Plumas 1, 
Riverside 28, Sacramento 239, San Bernardino 159, San Diego 
388, San Francisco 53, San Joaquin 256, San Luis Obispo 23, San 
Mateo 12, Santa Barbara 296, Santa Clara 44, Santa Cruz 5, 


Solano 31, Sonoma 21, Stanislaus 222, Sutter 35, Tehama l,. 


Tulare 10, Tuolumne 15, Ventura 63, Yolo 55, Yuba 129. 


Mumps. 


2152 cases from the following counties: Alameda 227, Butte 2, 
Colusa 32, Contra Costa 108, Fresno 59, Kern 34, Kings 13, 
Lassen 14, Los Angeles 380, Madera 28, Marin 13, Merced 3. 
Monterey 36, Orange 164, Plumas 15, Riverside 30, Sacramento 
150, San Bernardino 85, San Diego 230, San Francisco 170, San 
Joaauin 54, San Luis Obispo 27, San Mateo 22, Santa Barbara 
~=25, Santa Clara 79, Santa Cruz ‘43, Shasta 4, Solano 1, Sonoma 
68, Stanislaus 6, Sutter 8, Tehama 4, Tulare 23, Ventura 18, 
Yolo 31, Yuba 


Scarlet Fever 


160 cases from the following counties: prercrne 8, Amador 1, 
Butte 1, Fresno 2, Kern 7, Kings 1, Los Angeles 67, Merced 5, 
Orange 3, Riverside 7 Sacramento 5, San Bernardino 8, San 
Diego 13, San Francisco 10, San Luis Obispo 5, San Mateo 5, 
Santa Barbara 2, Santa Clara 4, Solano 2, Sonoma 6, Stanislaus 
1, Tulare 1, Ventura 1, Yolo 1. 


Whooping Cough 


286 cases from the following counties: Alameda 21, Contra 
Costa 6, Fresno 32, Kern 1, Kings 12, Los Angeles 60, Madera 
9, Merced 4, Orange 5, Riverside 10, Sacramento 9, San Ber- 
nardino 11, San Diego 19, San Francisco 1, San Joaquin 21, San 
Luis Obispo 3, San Mateo 2, Santa Barbara 23, Santa Clara a, 
: onal Cruz 1, Sonoma 8, Stanislaus 2, Tulare 9, Ventura 3, 

olo | 


Coccidioidal Granuloma 
One case from Ventura County. 


Diphtheria 


16 cases from the following counties: Fresno 3, Los Angeles 7, 
Riverside 2, San Diego 2, Santa Clara 1, Sonoma ie 


Dysentery (Bacillary) 

~ 6 eases from the following counties: Alameda 1, Los Angeles 
4, Merced 1. 

Epilepsy 


31 cases from the following wactated Kern 1, Kings 1, Los 
Angeles 27, Sonoma 2. 


Food Poisoning 

8 cases from the following counties: Los Angeles 2, Orange 5, 
Solano 1. 
Influenza 

87 cases reported in the State. 


Jaundice (Epidemic) 
2 cases reported from Los Angeles County. 


Malaria 
| One case reported from Los Angeles County. 


Meningitis (Epidemic) 


4 cases reported from the following counties: Los Angeles 2, 
San ‘Francisco 1, Ventura 1, | 
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| Santa Cruz 1. 


8800 8-42 7100 


Paratyphoid Fever 


3 cases from the following counties: Los — 1, San 
Francisco 2. 


Poliomyelitis 


4 eases from the following Coenen: Kern i Kings 1, Los 
Angeles 1, San Diego 1. 


Rabies (Animal) 


16 cases from the following counties: Los ‘Aveeion 6, San 
Diego 10. | 


Relapsing Fever 
One case from San Bernardino County. 


Rheumatic Fever 

8 cases from the following counties: Kings 1, Los Angeles 2, 
San Luis Obispo 1, San Mateo 1, Santa Clara 2, Yuba 1. 
Tetanus 

One case from Orange County. 


Typhoid Fever 
3 cases from the following counties: Kings 1, ‘Riverside 1, 


Undulant Fever 
2 cases from the following counties: Colusa 1, Los Angeles 1. 


*Data regarding the other reportable diseases not listed 
herein, may be obtained upon request. 


‘‘In these days when lovers of freedom may have 
to fight for their cause, the hope is that the ideal of 
the good life in which alone freedom has any meaning, 
will acquire a stronger potency. It is the task of 
civilization to raise every citizen above want, but in 
doing so to permit a free development and avoid the 
slavery of the beehive and the ant heap. 

‘A human and economic policy must not be allowed 
to diminish the stature of man’s spirits. _ . 

‘It is because I believe that in the American people 
there are two impulses of equal strength that I see her 
in the vanguard of that upward trend, undulant or 
spiral, which is today our modest definition of prog- 
ress. Her major prophet is still Walt Whitman, cry- 
ing out, ‘Everything out of the dirt; everything, 
everything out of the people, everyday people. The 
people as you find them and leave them; people, 
people, just people’.’’ | 
—John Buchan 


University of California 
Medical Library, 

3rd & Parnassus Aves., 

San Francisco, Calif. 
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